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Today’s Focus 

- Theoretical and pedagogical underpinnings of  language-infused  FYC course

- Curricular applications | Quick examples 





Building a language-infused FYC course
- INTO Mason | Joint venture between 

INTO, llc, and George Mason University

- Fulfills the Gen-Ed requirement for FYC 

at Mason

- ENGH 121/122 (6 credits) → Stretch, 

yearlong composition course

- ENGH 100 (4 credits)  → Semester-

long, enhanced 

- Co-taught between composition faculty 

member (English department) and EAP 

faculty member (INTO Mason) 

- Designed for international undergraduate 

pathway students with provisional admission 



Language as a predictor of academic success? 

J. Haan & K. Mallett.  (2015). English Language Literacy and the Prediction of Academic Success in and beyond the Pathway Program. In P. Thomas & 
P. Takayoshi (eds.) Literacy in Practice: Writing in Private, Public, and Working Lives. Routledge.

Reading

Writing

Phase I Study

Speaking

Listening Literacy: Reading + Writing

Phase II Study

Oral Skills: Listening + Speaking

Receptive: Reading + Listening 

Productive: Speaking and Writing 





Language-infused FYC Course Philosophy 

● Building academic and disciplinary 
expertise requires explicit instruction 
in/about four domains of knowledge: 
subject-matter knowledge for the 
graduate pathway program or theme-
based knowledge for the 
undergraduate pathway; rhetorical 
knowledge; formal (or linguistic) 
knowledge and process knowledge 
(Tardy, 2009).

Tardy, Christine. Building Genre Knowledge: Writing L2. West Lafayette, IN: Parlor Press, 2009.



● Micro-linguistic awareness leads to macro-rhetorical competence and vice-versa

● Making the invisible “reading” domain visible allows students to notice and then 
internalize and apply the linguistic moves and the rhetorical patterns common in 
academic writing

● Prioritizing linguistic complexity and adequacy over error-free, accurate writing builds 
communicative competence.

● The key to authentic intellectual engagement is the recognition that scholarship is 
conversation among knowledge-makers where both novice and expert voices 
contribute to a discipline’s evolution

Language-infused FYC Course Philosophy 



“COMING TO TERMS”



Text         vs.               Project



Rhetorical Elements Rhetorical Situation 



Reading Strategy | Rhetorical level

../Downloads/5RhetoricalElementDefined_F2019.docx


Tardy, Christine. Building Genre Knowledge: Writing L2. West Lafayette, IN: Parlor Press, 2009. 

Language is one way to 
hack “the system”



Key Concepts & Key Terms

KT → KC

This Instagram post needs some hashtags...

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZvYfRQXNhKsI0mYeTR_buyzYLc2rNbmR/edit#slide=id.p2


Instructors can help students notice “key concepts” and “key 
terms”  in mentor texts  by first helping them understand the 
noun phrase structure.

Students can also study the function that different modifiers 
play in adding meaning to the head noun.

(social)  +   support    + (for international students) 

(adjective) + head noun + (prepositional phrase)

clarifying   limiting the context/scope

Reading Strategy | Key Concepts & Key Terms Noun Phrases   

determiner pre-modification HEAD 

NOUN

post-modification

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_3v8wA-zglfMGeH5i8Vd5-3DSZkJ3joL/edit


Key Concepts and Key Terms develop…. 
-Reading Skills 

-Research Skills 

-Writing Skills 



Reading Strategy | Key Concepts & Key Terms 



Annotating key terms in the research 
article. (e.g. key terms for “social support” 
concept in de Araujo (2011)). Make a list of 
key terms for each key concept you are 
interested in:

1. "the actual support network" (p. 4)

2. "social support for international 
students" (p. 4)

3. "perceived support from interpersonal 
networks in the host country and from 
online ethnic social groups" (p. 4)

4. "greater familial and graduate social 
support" (p. 4)

Reading Strategy | Key Concepts 
& Key Terms 



● Expands 
lexical/vocabulary 

● Grows subject-matter 
expertise

KCKT as a comprehension tool

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Nta7oumUywPakXjVoUDI3Ekz3K_v2FbqT3yWe8Mr_HI/edit?usp=sharing


KCKT as a comprehension tool



KCKTs as a research tool



KCKTs as a writing tool 
1. To facilitate development of their own object of study 

KC  [NP] + KC [NP] = Object of Study [CNP]

Sound therapy + Veterans with PTSD = The effect of? The role of? The lack of? 

The value of? of sound therapy? on veterans with PTSD

2. To help them build synthesis

3. To build Coherence

../Downloads/Synthesis_KeyConceptsTable.docx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Yr2wdJyFwwKXlfSRfZfS2VNShQDN6Yq6JCWDxscnwpk/edit?usp=sharing


KCKTs as a writing tool 



Tardy, Christine. Building Genre Knowledge: Writing L2. West Lafayette, IN: Parlor Press, 2009. 

Language is one way to 
hack “the system”
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